Christmas 2009

FROM THE HEADTEACHERDO®

Welcome to the Christmas edition of our community newsletter.
We hope that it fulfils its purpose of keeping you up to date with
life and work at the school and that you enjoy reading it.

A lot has happened since the last edition at Easter and you can

read about many of the events and activities in these pages. A particular highlight for me
was joining our Performing Arts tour to Canada. It was a memorable experience to see our
students singing and dancing in various venues in and around Toronto. A DVD of the tour
has been produced and is well worth watching. The dance -off between Mrs Weaver and
Miss Sherwood is not to be missed and you might even catch a glimpse of me singing with
the Toronto University Gospel Choir!

In September our Open Evening was the best attended yet and the positive feedback
from prospective parents and students was overwhelming. In October a group of Swedish
Sixth Form students and their teachers spent the day at school and thoroughly enjoyed

their visit. They have invited us to visit their school in Sweden 0 watch this space. Later
t hat mont h I had the great pl easure of a
Celebration Evening. | am very proud that so many of our students achieve the award.

November was a very eventful mont h. |t beg

help raise funds to send some of our students to Tanzania. Our Sixth Form Art students
launched an exhibition of their work at the Atkinson Gallery in Southport which is open
until the end of December. On the 16 ™ November we held the Forthright Remembrance
Event at Southport Theatre. Forthright is a partnership of the two high schools and
primary schools in Formby and the evening featured music, dance and drama from all the
participating schools. It was certainly a unique event and involved over 500 students and
an audience of over a 1,000. Later in November, our annual Presentation Evening was a
great success as was the launch of our second specialism in Science which featured an
amazing lecture by Dr Andy Newsam from Liverpool John Moores University. Our students
are now working with him to monitor and track asteroids which could threaten the Earth!

As you can tell, life at Formby High is very busy and eventful. Please let me know if you
find 6The Voiced useful or i f you have any
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Formby High School is now a specialist school for
Performing Arts and Science and the two
Science departments joined forces in November for the
official launch of our Science specialism.

Dr Andrew Newsam, an Astronomy expert from Liverpool John
Moor es Uni versity and Director
Observatory, deli vered an 1iInaug
audience of students, staff, parents and members of the local
community.

The evening started with
Music students performing a
composition that was specially
written for the event before
Dr News amds I
00bserving t h
began.

Mr Belford, Head of Science, described the lecture as animated

and mind expanding. He expl aine
how modern telescopes can be used to look further and further
Il nto space and that in doing so

The lecture proved to students and their parents that Science can
be fun and interesting, a view the department is keen to encourage.
Mr Bel ford said, o0The school 1is
challenging science projects to enhance and extend the excellent
provision offered to the students. It is also planning to engage the
wider community with a range of
series. o

More Big Lectures are being planned for next term so watch this
space for details.
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BUILDING LINKS WITH UNIVERSITIES

Andrew Thomas from Manchester University
visited the school with his flash bang style
|l ecture entitled OPhys

| that dealt with electromagnetism, sound, light
and chemical reactions.

Andrew even took time out after his show to speak to some of our A Level
Physics students, keen to understand his explosions on a deeper level.

Over the last few weeks, Lynn Moran from the
University of Liverpool Physics Department has
organised for Physics graduates to come in and work
with some of our Y9 students on an Astrophysics
project.

The students learned a little about the types of
project that are open to a university  -level scientist.
The student s t hen used
W Observatory to do some real Astrophysics.

Magic than Harry Potter

NATIONAL PATHOLOGY WEEK

Y12 students were able to experience pathology at first hand to mark this
national event.

The students spent a fascinating day at Southport Hospital with Mrs Edey
learning all about pathology procedures and experiencing the more gruesome
side of the job when they took part in the dissection of a colon!
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FORMBY SCHOOLSO VOI CE

As you may have read in our pr e\
(FSV) acts as a youth council for Formby and was set up so that
student representatives from all of the schools in Formby could
meet to discuss local and national issues that are
important to them.

Our very own Dylan Keenan in Y8 is the Chair of
FSV and so far the group has met with local e
businesses, police and representatives from Sefton
Council to get the youth voice heard.

Their next project is promoting healthier lifestyles

by organising 6Walking Wednesday
young people from all the schools in Formby choosing to walk to
school rather than getting their parents to take them in the car!
Look out for more information about how parents and students can
get involved in this and other FSV projects in further editions of

the Voice.
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Formby High students were invited to help
brighten up the local community by planting

The project was part
agenda which encourages young people to behave well in and around
the Pool. The hope is that by getting young people involved in making
the Pool clean, tidy and welcoming, they will want to keep it that
way.

Twelve volunteers from Y7 and Y9 spent an
afternoon helping the Pool trustees and members
of the Parish Council plant bulbs in the grounds.
Everyone had a great time.

Thanks to all who were involved.
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0l T6S YOUR TURN! 0

Random acts of kindness swept through the school this term to help promote
community spirit.

As part of the Community Volunteers Ser
did a good deed for the day to help someone else and then gave them a card saying
oltds Your Turndé to encourage them to p
someone else.

The idea was to get as many students as possible involved in acts of kindness and
bring the community together.

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS

Students from Formby High took part in a community project in
December, helping to deliver Christmas hampers to the elderly.

The project was organised by Mrs Melia and other members of
the Forthright Community Cohesion Group. Some of our students joined forces
with pupils from Freshfield Primary School to help deliver the hampers.

Students from Y11 went to the Maryland Residential Home
~jearlier in the term to speak to residents about their
bl memories of wartime as part of our Remembrance Day
commemorations. They went back there to deliver flowers,
gifts and Christmas wishes. Both the students and the
residents had a great time.

SEFTON YOUTH PANEL by Natalie Lowther 10Y

On Wednesday 3rd December, | was nominated by Miss Monks to take part in the
Sefton Youth Panel. The Youth Panel meets each month and last Thursday was my
first meeting.

A policeman called Kev came to pick me up, along with two students from other
schools and we went to the meeting at Bootle Town Hall. It was a great experience
because not only is it a chance to meet new people, but also a chance to discuss
serious issues affecting young people, such as expressing the dangers of carrying
weapons.

| got to know many students from other schools, as well as the police officers who
run the Panel, and | had a lot of fun. | am grateful to have been nominated.
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FUNDRAISING FRENZY

Students and staff at FHS have shown their generosity again this term with a
number of fundraising events bringing in thousands of pounds.

Si xth Form students have raised hundr
Barnar dods and Kim Morrison (Y13) ga\y
| aunch this yeards shoebox appeal t o
disadvantaged countries.

Mrs Slater enlisted the help of students from Y9 to bake gingerbread men
which were sold in aid of UNI CEF on |
£115 was raised during one break time.

Students from Year 7 helped Miss Howard and Miss Monks
rai se money for t his year 0s n
holding a prize draw raffle and running Pudsey games.

R

b, U A number of students from Y11 and the Sixth Form will
*: ‘h be travelling to Tanzania next summer to help with

: ¥ | charity projects there. First though, they must raise the

funds to pay for the trip. A number of fundraising

- _|events have been held including bag packing, Christmas

* | present wrapping and collections at school.

Miss Howard and Miss Sherwood who are organising the trip, also took over the
running of our annual For mbyds Got Tal
full story of the show is on page 13 of this issue.

Thank you for all of your generous contributions.
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V- INVOLVED

Our Sixth Form students responded enthusiastically to a presentation given by
Sef t o nrvalvedvteam this term. The organisation is a part of a national
network whose aim is to coordinate and provide volunteering opportunities
across Sefton and all over the UK.

Our students were asked to think about how they could use their strengths and
interests to benefit the wider community. V. -Involved will now help to find
volunteering opportunities that are suited to them.




PRESENTATION EVENING

In November we held our annual Presentation Evening
to give out GCSE certificates and a number of special
achievement awards

The Headteacher ds Awar d
former A Level students, Abigail Aitken, Matthew McArthur and Peggy
Squire and an award in memory of former FHS student Steven Swarbrick,
who died in the Nimrod air -crash in Afghanistan in 2006, was presented to

l an Gol ey i n Y13. The award recogni
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achievement and was presented by Stevenod

Sporting Achievement awards were given to Jamie Radcliffe, Sally Wareing,
Erin Davies, Sarah McVey and Sebastian Morgan -Green. Awards for
achievement at Key Stage 3 were presented to Thomas Harrison, Kathryn
Owens, Adam Beswick, Maria Botterill, David Downs and Eva Smith.

A Progress Award was presented to Callum Baker and the Triple A Award was
given to Sophie Johnson Ferguson. The Jenny Cator PTA Prize was awarded
to Amy Griffiths and Catherine Swift who have demonstrated the highest
gualities of citizenship during their time at school.

Other awards for academic achievement included the Marysia Ogilby Award
for Geography, presented to David Wright and the Dalton Prize for Science,
awarded to Poppy Wolfarth. The Margaret Eva James Award for Music was
presented to Sophie Farrell, who performed at the presentation.

Thanks to the Mayor of Sefton, Councillor Alf Doran, for agreeing to present
t he awards and congratulations to al
Y11 and Y13 students for their excellent exam results.
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AUTHOR VISIT

Our Sixth Form was delighted to host a talk by the renowned author, Andy
McNab, who visited school as part of a promotional tour for his latest
bestseller O6Brute Forcebo.

In a riveting and wide -ranging presentation, Andy enthralled the students
wi t h hi s tal es of t he SAS and Ho l
inundated with orders from the students who then had their books personally
signed.
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BJ LEWIS i MODERN WAR POET
By Mrs Perrin

In November, the Drama and English Departments had a visit from Sgt. BJ
Lewis of the RAF. BJ is a serving airman who has written some stunningly
powerful poetry about his tour of duty in Iraq. Miss Sunners and Mrs Perrin
discovered his work on a forces poetry website and asked for permission to use
his poems during the Autumn term. He not only agreed, but gave up a day of his
precious leave to come into school and work with some of our students.

BJ wanted to record his personal experiences and reflections during 'his' war in
some way so turned his hand to the fine tradition of war poetry. He wrote it for
himself, to make sense of his thoughts; and for others, so that they may glean
some idea of what it was like.

The Year 9 English students who met him were left with a full understanding of
the terrifying reality of war and said that it had been an honour and a privilege
to meet him and hear him speak.

Our GCSE Drama students put together
performances of some o0
Forthright Remembrance Concert in November.
He worked with the Drama group to show just
how he had meant the lines to be said, and even
helped to teach the students the correct
marching movements for their performance.

BJ was impressed with their interpretation of his poetry saying that what they
had done was sensitive and very movi ng. He sai d:
something I'd written being performed like that. It was great fun to work with
them too! o

We would like to thank BJ for the time and effort he put in with the students.
He impressed us with his sense of honour, courage and integrity, achieving far
more in one day for the image of the British Forces than any information video.

It is very rare that someone can spend such a short time in school and yet have
such a profound effect on everyone he met.




WHAT BJ THOUGHT OF FORMBY HIGH STUDENTS

o | was thoroughly i mpressed by al friendiyh
welcoming, articulate, polite, intelligent and best of all - they were interested in
what | had to say. They were excellent ambassadors and a credit to you and the
school. | rarely get to interact with teenagers, it was encouraging to meet some

that could not be more different from those too often portrayed in the media.

| cannot begin to describe just how | feel about young people taking an interest
in what HM Forces are doing, and trying hard to empathise with the thoughts
and feelings a serviceman has as he heads to war.

There have been times where we've felt forgotten about, it's incredibly
heartening to know that there are young people who care. I'm very pleased that
some of that empathy can come from rea

HELP FOR HEROES

To commemorate Remembrance Day and pay tribute to the
men and women in the armed services, students from
Formby High took part in the Forthright Community
Remembrance Concert at Southport Theatre in November.

The concert was a tribute to the sacrifices made by those in the armed
services through dance drama and music. More than 500 students from Formby
High School, Range High School and all the local primary schools were involved,
along with our Community Gospel Choir.

Y8 students put together a drama piece about trench warfare in World War

One, Mundo Afrika sang with the primary school choirs, Drama students
performed a scene from OHenry VO and t
Level Dance students.

The highlight of the evening was a mo\
by our GCSE Drama students. The poems
fighting in Iraq, a poignant reminder that Remembrance Day is not just about
commemorating wars of the past, but supporting the troops who are still
fighting today. With this in mind, some of the money raised through ticket sales

for the concert has been donated to th

di n

her

I N
ar e



PUTTING Y7 ON THE MAP

To help get Y7 practising their map
reading skills, each student has been
given a free Ordinance Survey map of
the Formby and Southport area
worth £7.99.

So far, they have mapped their way
home and have been encouraged to
use it at weekends to help find their
way around the area!

SNOWDONIA
VISIT

Y11 Geographers recently ﬁ
enjoyed an exciting day in &
Snowdonia, visiting Cwm
Idwal in the Nant Francon Valley.
Students completed a variety of
activities, sketching key features of
the landscape and studying how the
glaciers carved such fabulous scenery.
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STUDENTS DIVE IN TO THEIR STUDIES

Montford Field Studies Centre in
Shropshire played host to 30 of our Y12 Geographers
recently on a residential fieldwork trip.

As well as long days in the study centre and evenings working hard with facts
and figures, the students also had to get their feet very wet, spending hours

in the river measuring how the river changes.

Their hard work will be put to further use in January
when they will start studying their findings.
to all those who took part and worked hard!

Well done [ %

BATTLEFIELDS TRIP

Belgium last July.

worthwhile.

As part of their GCSE History course, forty students
2 visited the sites of First World War battlefields in

The students saw the sites where soldiers fought in the
trenches and visited war
Everyone who went found the experience very moving and

cemeteries and museums.

History students in Y10 will have the opportunity to go on the trip in the

summer term.




INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Our Performing Arts tour to Canada last April was a success with memorable
performances and the staff and students thoroughly enjoying the experience.

Members of our cricket and netball teams
had the once in a lifetime opportunity to
take part in our sports tour to Barbados.
They had a great time battling the heat
and humidity, as well as the local opposition.

In the summer term we held an International Day for Y7 students, to help
promote awareness of other countries and cultures. This event was one of
many things which helped us to achieve the International School Award in July.

-« ltrip may be organised next year.

Y8 students have been practising their language skills by writing to pen -pals
from a school in Northern France. The pen -p a | club is run K
Mondays after school in the Language Lab.

BY

MEET LUC AND OCTAVIO

Luc Froidevaux is the new French Assistant in the
Languages Department. He will be at Formby High
until May helping students with their French speaking.

Test your French and see if you can understand what

Luc says about himself: Luc and Octavio

0Je mdappell e Luc Froidevaux. Je sui s
j6habite 7 Crosby. En France, j 6habi
yeux bl eus. Mes coul eurs pr ®f ®r ®es s oI
chien. Jdaime | e foot, l e rugby et | e
une soeur qui sbappell e EI fie. EI'I e
Je mébentends bien avec ma soeur gquand

Octvaio Rosales has also joined us at Formby High until May. He comes from
Mexico and will be working to help students with their Spanish speaking.




Y7 PANTO T ]
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Y7 students put everyone in a festive
mood last week with their fantastic
Panto production 0B:

The cast have been rehearsing and
learning their lines for weeks and the
hard work eventually paid off with four
thrilling performances.

Miss Sunners said she was very proud of the students and the audiences had a
great time cheering and booing!

Well done to all the Y7 students who took part and a big thank you to the
Drama staff, and of course the Tech Crew, for their help and support.

RICHARD Il SHAKESPEARE TRIP

Twenty -eight  students
from various year groups

A group of our Sixth Form
Drama students had the chance
perfor med Sh i watch the Royal
ORI chard I . Shaketpeare Company perform
the National Shakespeare Roy Wil li ams?®o
Schools Festival. They were fantastic and |Si gni fi canced a
impressed a large audience who gave them a |was a fantastic experience for
standing ovation! them all.
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