FORTHRIGHT COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER

FEBRUARY 2010

Forthright is a network learning partnership of the secondary schools
and primary schools in Formby dWood|l ands Pri mary
Primary School, St. Jeromeds Prim
Range High School, Freshfield Primary School and Formby High
School.

The schools work together to share good practice, raise standards in
all our schools and promote Formby as a place of excellence for
education. Each year we take on three major projects. Currently we
are seeking ways to promote better understanding of the Global
Dimension in the schools and the importance of building a sustainable
future. We are also combining our efforts to develop improved ICT
facilities within and between our schools to improve communication, to
share teaching and learning resources and to enable our young people

@ | to become independent learners.

Our third project is to improve the strong sense of community
cohesion that already exists in the Formby area. One of our activities
was to hold a Remembrance Event at Southport Theatre to
commemorate local involvement in armed conflict. Over five hundred
young people took part in a moving, thought-provoking and inspirational
evening of music, song, dance and poetry witnessed by an audience of
over a thousand! It was a very visible sign that the young are as aware
as the older generations of the sacrifice that local people who serve
their country in the armed services have made in conflicts past and
present to keep our country safe. Other activities are planned.

We are proud of the young people in our schools and the purpose of
this newsletter is to highlight their many achievements in a range of
activities across the schools during the last twelve months.

We hope you enjoy reading this Forthright Community Newsletter.
Please let us know if you find the newsletter useful or if you have any
suggestions of how we can improve it by contacting your local school.
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It all started back in June 2008 with the Formby Summit,
organised by Norman Scott. Norman invited each school to
send a group representing their school council to a meeting
where we discussed all the positive things about Formby and
what we would like to change.

Bl'ingi.ng Schools
Together

We decided from that day to continue meeting as a group and we named ourselves
Formby Schools Voice and designed a logo.

_We meet each half term and have been involved in
" a number of events. One of our first events was
to work with Mel James-Henry reviewing an online
version of the Children

We have also met with the local police and the
= manager of the swimming pool to discuss and
| review a Respect agenda, based around safe use
| of the swimming pool. In July we met with Clare

" Senior and Cerys Edwards from Sefton Council
Planning Aid and took part in a workshop based on planning a sustainable
community.

At present we are trying to promote our schools pledge to walk to school each
Wednesday and we ar e I n t he process
Wednesdayd with each school meeting at
to be a very successful day. More news to follow in the next edition.

We are supporting the Forthright Learning
Partnership in their aim to strengthen the links
between older and younger residents of Formby.
Schools have nominated local elderly residents to
receive a Christmas Hamper which will be delivered
by members of our schools.

Our other two main aims are to try to create more cycle paths in Formby and to
investigate how we can create more leisure facilities for the young people in
Formby.
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WOODLANDS PRIMARY SCHOOL

Author Visits i supporting local businesses 'r*:;%

At Woodlands we are encouraging children to increase their enjoyment of

reading by inviting authors to come into school to read extracts of their books and talk about
the skill of story writing and how their ideas are developed.

We have been lucky enough to have a number of authors visit us,
including Philip Caveney who visited in October. He shared the rdl
secret of how he began writing children’s books - to stop his ’
daughter crying! He wrote her one chapter at first, but she kept,‘-
on asking for more until the first book was completed. The children g l
listened intently to extracts from ‘Prince of Fools®. They then -l 2 b
asked lots of questions and particularly wanted tips on writing their ™
own stories. He suggested sitting in a quiet room, imagining an empty cinema screen. Eventually
their imagination would create an image that could form the basis of their own story.
In fact Philip*s daughter has been so inspired she has completed her first novel at the age of
16! Maybe Woodlands children will be equally encouraged.

=Joseph Del aney, aut hor of t he b
Woodlands to talk to the children in Years 4, 5 and 6. His books are
f\,," full of ghosts, witches and fantasy. Reading extracts from his latest
: book *The Spook's Sacrifice®, he introduced the children to two of
the main characters in this series -t he Spook (a gh
catcher) and Tom (the Spook's apprentice). The stories tell of the
constant battle between the forces of good and those of evil - the
things that go bump in the night! The first &
a film. The children asked lots of questions and were able to purchase signed copies of Joe’s
books.

This project has been possible due to the 1
Formby, who helps to arrange the visits. In addition he is able to provide copies of the
authorsd books to school and give advice to t

Tony has also noticed a huge benefit to the business, as following the author visits children
are visiting the bookshop to buy other books to read. This has served to raise the profile of
the bookshop in the community and improve business o vi t al in todayos
Support for local businesses in the area is of great importance to the local community.

We consider Tony to be a vital member of our school community. He supported us recently
during National Poetry Day, by reading and discussing a selection of poetry to the children. In
addition, Tony is now providing a book sale

advise parents and children about suitable books to inspire and encourage further reading.

At Woodl ands our l ink with Pritchardds i s o
Formby community for the benefit of all. We look forward to developing these further in the
future.
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ST LUKEOS CE PRI M

School Council

At St Lukeds the pupilsd voice is val ucu. vv e
is involved in decision making at many levels in school. Most recently, our school council
identified dangerous and discourteous parking around school as a
= major barrier to their safety and well being. They have involved local
"5 councillor, Gill Cuthbertson, and have made great headway with
~_getting the council to erect bollards to prevent drivers from parking
'\; on the pavements. Their travel plan also promotes walking to school
ﬁor parking further away, supported by their very own mascot, Tony
S Tyre!

curriculum is exciting and engages all pupils in their learning. Puplls '
particularly enjoy the residential visits, when being away from
home promotes team building and independence. Our Year 4 pupils
enjoy an outdoor adventure activities weekend at Winmarleigh Hall,
Year 5 pupils contrast the history and geography of Formby with
that of Betws-y-Coed during a three day visit and our Year 6 pupils
develop their knowledge of Shakespeare and Tudor England with a five day visit to Stratford-
upon-Avon.

Charity Fundraising

4 Our pupils are very aware that making a positive contribution
involves supporting those less fortunate than ourselves. We
support the Church of St Luke in raising funds for a community in
, Shyira, Rwanda, contributing to projects that have included the
building of maternity facilities and a school. We also sponsor a
child in Bangladesh. Closer to home we regularly raise over
A1000, through Fun Days for Children in Nee
nominated Queenscourt Hospice and Freshfields Animal Rescue as our local charities and
enterprising children often organise their own fund-raising events for these worthy causes.
Children at St Lukeds have ot s

|
school and outside. We entertain local shoppers and elderly re&dentskr ’ A | “
at nursing homes with a medley of Christmas Carols each year. We g & ) '
have an annual Summer Concert and a bi-annual Arts Festival. This [§
brings in a variety of performers from different cultures and ranges
from dance to poetry, sculpture to story-telling. Different year groups
put on full-scale productions at the end of each term and an amazing number of pupils (108
this year!) join the 5000-strong choir singing at the MEN Arena each December.

Performing
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ST JEROMEOS CATHOLI C PR SU{@Q
|l nternational Childrends Day __ﬂ’?
On Friday 20th November, we took part i
Childrends Day. This was an exciting ev

about the life and culture of another country.

During the day, children had a chance to learn to Salsa or try out
Flamenco dancing. Some children made mini pizzas (which smelled
delicious!) whilst others enjoyed a Canadian style breakfast of
pancakes, blueberries and maple syrup. Some children used their
art skills to design kimonos or Mardi Gras carnival masks.

Qur |l nternati onal Chil drends Day ended
shared our activities and experiences. Both pupils and teachers agreed that the day
was a huge success and we are all looking forward to next year!

Shoebox Appeal
Thi s year , pari shioners and p

this Christmas. Our shoeboxes were not only filled with gifts but
also with our love.

Autumn Term 2009

Children from St. Jeromeds Prim
time this term. In September, we celebrated with the ForestryL_: 5 B4 RaEr
Commission as the whole school spending an exciting day in the
woods. We also enjoyed European Day of Languages with a typically £ &
French breakfast of croissants and hot chocolate. October was **

Black History Month. Throughout the month, we learned about important figures in
black history such as Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks and Walter Tull. In addition,
Class 6 children attended a performance of Lobi Koe, by Urban Voice, at Range High
School. On November 16th, we were proud to be part of the Forthright
Remembrance Performance at Southport Theatre. Class 6 pupils wrote and recorded
a poem about poppies to which they performed a moving dance.

worked on promoting walk-to-school weeks,
lunchtimes and fundraising for CAFOD for
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REDGATE PRIMARY SCHOOL

EWar Veteran Visit
. Year 6 have been learning all about World War Two

¥} and as part of this topic a special guest was invited
into class. Tony Parkinson is an 86 year old D-Day
veteran who was a tank driver during the war and
he shared many of his
experiences with the
pupils. Mr Parkinson was moved and impressed by
the sensitive and knowledgeable questions asked.
The children were delighted to see the memories |
which he has painted of this unique time in history.
A big thank you to him for the success of the day.

¥ ‘oo

Market Day

For l nternati onal Chi |
in Need the whole school took part in Market
Day. Toys, sweets, cakes, drinks and books
were donated by all children which were sold
in the afternoon.

— the junior children ran the stalls and
.+, took charge of the event even making
‘o ‘up their own competitions and
@ providing prizes. In total £266.10 was
' T raised which will be sent to our sister
fa,é school Hope Childr ¢
s Uganda.

November was also the month that
Redgate received the intermediate
International School Award.




RANGE HIGH SCHOOL

32 My China Experience
8 By Jessica Amy Smith (11CMI)

It seems, retrospectively, that one phone call to the
British Council spiralled into the most amazing opportunity I have ever
been afforded. Having never travelled out of Europe before, 1 jumped
at the suggestion of a week in China with the environment minister, Mr
Miliband (pictured), in my capacity as Climate Change Ambassador for the region.

The week was incredible and I feel that it made a great difference. Many of the initiatives that
we visited proved incredibly motivational and enthused an eagerness within me to build on the
knowledge learnt from these experiences and to expand and better my own projects back home.

The first of these projects was to run a Climate Change Poster and Poetry Competition amongst
the 85 primary schools in Sefton. All pupils in Years 3-6 had the opportunity to participate and
some fantastic prizes were presented at a OCI I
been asked by the Parish Council to be involved in a Formby Climate Change Challenge Project. 1
am looking forward to getting started on this!

Links Club
By Caitlin Robinson, Sarah Banna and Emma Williams (all 13JMU)

LINKS Club is run for children in Formby and their families. The club
provides support for the families and an hour of fun for the children. We
work on a variety of activities, games and crafts such as a large group
collage and pottery painting. All the children and sixth formers involved really look forward to
and enjoy the club, which is held after school on Tuesdays here at Range.

B

Recently, we held a ceramic painting workshop at Links Club, which was
organised by China Butterfly, a local company specialising in creative
workshops, run by Sarah Gee, an ex-pupil from Range. The children really
enjoyed themselves, the photo opposite shows some of the ceramic pigs that
they decorated.

Neighbourhood in Bloom e
By Rachel Mercer (13PCM), Sean Gleeson (13JMU) and Hannah Cross (12GE) o

Earl i er i n the year we were pleased t B

0
campaign run by the local Parish Council. Along with the incentive to help the local =« &
community, a free breakfast at Caf® DA &

After a lovely meal we headed towards Formby Pool where we met members of the Parish Council
and Community. We were told where to start planting the spring bulbs and then we got stuck in!
After two hours of planting our job was complete.

Watch out for the flowers this spring!




FRESHFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

In October we welcomed three OFSTED inspectors to our school. After a
busy couple of days we were extremely pleased to be informed that we had
again achieved an overall O00Out standi:
many lovely things about our school and we would like to share some of these
with you.

OFreshfield /s an outstanding school with an

pupils to succeed. Pupils are exceptionally proud of their achievements, eager to take
responsi bil ity and acquire a real jJjoy of | ea

wiStalf eguardi ng pr oce
outstanding and pupils have a strong
qunaedstandi ng of hog

OHIi ghl y effecti
wide range of partners
suppor't pupi | s oS
promote theirwell -b e i n g Ol v

On Friday 20" November, the whole

= school took part in
national anti 6 bullying
day. We had a strong
focus on cyber bullying
W and the children
Y highlighted this message
S through role play, poetry
and singing.

Year 6 have been studying the Second World War.| & o Ay
They have taken part in a Remembrance Day
performance at Southport Theatre with other
schools from the Formby area, visited Formby
library to listen to real life accounts from the War
and they received a visitor into school to show the
children memorabilia and discuss the Blitz in -
Liverpool.

One parent sail d, o/ coul dl6Abt oma v as Sreompeldy ,
better start to my sonds ephox graud aew. niembers of the

) council were to accept their role.
The nursery children have read a book @ el At 0 Giies Es

called 0616d Rather arfdunted a/P,BuE/[s‘ der.gt 6/'/7706

\,decided to make a lighthouse. spontaneous applause to express

Chil drends Centre .
Our new councilors are keen to

Our school now operates a |[fGhdet delefoP ehd oueRdt tafed

and health services. Check out our website[of 3 stimulating yet tranquil
www.freshfieldprimaryschool.com for further details. ||earning area.

t heir congratul at}y
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And finally the OFSTED Report noted that a parent said:

0The school shines i n academic and sporti nj
buddi ng musicians and actors, definitely
Inspectors agree.




FORMBY HIGH SCHOOL

Science Launch

Our new Science specialism was launched in November with the first in a series of
guest lectures. Students, staff and members of the local community secured their
boarding passes for the Science Departmentods t
Andy Newsam, an Astronomy expert from Liverpoo
Observatory, entertained and educated the audience with his lecture on the wonders of the
universe. Headteacher, Mr Rourke, hailed the launch of the Science specialism as a great success
and we are looking forward to the next lecture which is planned for the Spring Term. All are
welcome to attend so look out for details in the local press.

) ‘\.\"v Planting Project
E‘l P &?‘ « Formby High students were invited to help brighten up the local community by
Bae— b % planting bulbs in the grounds of Formby Pool.

# The project was part of the Respect agenda which encourages young people to
' behave well in and around the Pool. The hope is that if young people are
. involved in making the Pool clean, tidy and welcoming, they will want to keep it

Remembrance

In November, the Drama and English Departments had a visit from Sgt. BJ Lewis of the RAF. BJ
is a serving airman who has written some stunningly powerful poetry about his tour of duty in Irag.
Miss Sunners and Mrs Perrin discovered his work on a forces poetry website and asked for
permission to use his poems during the Autumn term. He not only agreed, but gave up a day of his
precious leave to come into school and work with some of our students.

BJ wanted to record his personal experiences and reflections during *his* war in some way Sso
turned his hand to the fine tradition of war poetry. He wrote it for himself, to make sense of his
thoughts; and for others, so that they may glean some idea of what it was like. The Year 9 English
students who met him were left with a full understanding of the terrifying reality of war and said
that it had been an honour and a privilege to meet him and hear him speak.

Our GCSE Drama students put together

for the Forthright Remembrance concert in November. He worked with the
Drama group to show just how he had meant the lines to be said, and even
helped to teach the students the correct marching movements for their
performance. BJ was impressed with their interpretation of his poetry saying

that what they had done was sensitive and ver y movi ng. He
proud to see something 1°d written being performed like that. It was great fun to work with them
too! 6 We would |ike to thank BJ for the t iinmeesseds

us with his sense of honour, courage and integrity, achieving far more in one day for the image of
the British Forces than any information video. It is very rare that someone can spend such a short
time in school and yet have such a profound effect on everyone he met.
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We hope you have enjoyed reading this first edition of the
Forthright Community Newsletter. If you have any feedback or
suggestions for future editions please contact your local school.

Woodlands Primary School
Telephone: 01704 876444
E-mail: admin.woodlands@schools.sefton.gov.uk

St . Lukeds CE Primary School
Telephone: 01704 872692
E-mail: admin.stlukes@schools.sefton.gov.uk

11St. Jeromeds Catholic Primary Sch
Telephone: 0151 288 6003
E-mail: admin.stjeromes@schools.sefton.gov.uk

Redgate Primary School
Telephone: 01704 385960
E-mail: admin.redgate@schools.sefton.gov.uk

Range High School
Telephone: 01704 879315
E-mail: admin.rangehigh@schools.sefton.gov.uk

Freshfield Primary School
Telephone: 01704 876567
E-mail: admin.freshfield@schools.sefton.gov.uk

Formby High School
Telephone: 01704 873100
E-mail: enquiries@formby.sefton.sch.uk
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